
During the period of Lockdown I have created 
an online hub (View From The Reading Room) 
of resources, information and activities with 
separate sections for students, staff and 
parents, including book and reading resources, 
reading lists, home learning resources, creative 
activities and links to wellbeing support. I have 
introduced ebook and audiobook lending via 
Wheelers ePlatform and am running an upper 
school audiobook book club using Google 
Classroom and the Audiobook Sync 
programme.

We run the Accelerated Reader programme in 
the school and I have been continuing to 
administrate and encourage use of this. I have 
created Google Classrooms for each year group 
as a space to discuss and share their reading, as 
well as celebrating participation and success in 
the programme. I keep staff up–to-date with 
student engagement and progress through 
weekly updates in our online assemblies, as well 
as keeping English and form teachers informed 
of specific details on participation and success 
via weekly updated spreadsheets.

It is too early to comment on the outcomes of 
the online hub and the audiobook club but the 
ePlatform audiobook and ebook launch has 
been a success, with students across all year 
levels taking advantage of the offer. I was 
particularly pleased to see a significant number 
of our Y11 students using the service - especially 
ones who rarely come to the physical library 
any more. It has also been really popular with 
staff.

The Google Classrooms for Accelerated Reader 
have been more successful with our Year 7 
students than our Year 8 students but it gives us 
an idea of where to focus our attention to 
further encourage participation. The English 
department and form tutors are helping to 
push this with their classes now - and 
engagement already seems to be increasing.

I’ve mainly had feedback from students and 
staff about the ePlatform ebook and 
audiobooks.

Feedback from students:

• “Sir, You're such a legend!” (Y8 student)
• “Oh my thank you so much, that’s really 

great news! I have wanted to listen to my 
own audio books for a really long time 
now I can!” (Y7 student)

• “Thanks - just in time because I finished 
Stormbreaker but do not have Point 
Blanc!” (Y9 student)

Feedback from staff:

• “Thank you Dan, that is brilliant”
• “That is so cool!” 
• “Amazing!”
• “You're FAB!”
• “This looks really good. Thank you.”
• “Fantastic Dan, thank you so much.”
• “Woo HOOOOOO!!!! This IS exciting”
• “I LOVE this idea of ebooks and 

audiobooks! I will share it with my form.”
• “This sounds amazing Dan!”
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