
During lockdown, Karen has created several 
resources to support students including:

• HOME LIFE & LEARNING LINKS – a 
document shared in the weekly school 
bulletin for parents and on the school 
website as well as a version shared with 
the local Parent Engage Group.

• WEEKLY BULLETIN RESOURCE INPUTS - 
for parents & pupils ranging from free 
e-book, audiobook and e-comic 
recommendations through to VE Day 
related websites and writing 
competition links.

• ONLINE RESOURCES LIST - for staff, 
organized by subject and including free 
resources (organised by Karen, some 
with password access she recently 
arranged) and regular subscription 
resources (some of which had recently 
become digital), also regular updates for 
targeted staff and sixth formers.

• LIBRARY TWITTER FEED - continues to 
highlight resources, especially all the 
online author events and other home 
learning opportunities.

Karen has had to give practical advice to all 
pupils and parents on how to access many 
online resources. She created and emailed a 
step-by-step presentation on how to log into 
the AccessIT Library Management System 
(LMS) from outside school. This also included 
instructions on how to write reviews and 
how to read those written by others, 
including teachers whose reviews and 
photos had been featured on the LMS Web 
App.  This was mainly in order to facilitate 
and encourage participation in the school’s 
Annual House Reading Championship, which 
always takes place for Year 7  and Year 8 
pupils from March to June. Karen quickly 
adapted it into an online format and opened 
it up for older years too, providing 
differentiated wording for all year groups

being set the challenge via their library 
lesson homework tasks, English homework 
tasks and Head of Year emails, depending 
on year group. 

She also provided relevant links to the LMS 
and a range of free reading resources. 
Karen regularly verifies reviews, engages 
with pupils and parents via email, and 
pupils via ShowMyHomework messaging.  
She has also set up a 3 month e-book and 
audiobook platform trial.

In liaison with the Senior Leadership Team 
(SLT), Karen has organised books to be sent 
home to pupils.  The library has a stock of 
free books to be used for prizes etc, so she 
organized those appropriate to be given to 
pupils with particular needs; for example, if 
they had no books at home or no ability to 
access free e-books, or if pupils had other 
difficult circumstances and would 
appreciate a gift from school.  She has been 
remotely advising which books would be 
best to send to which pupils, as she has 
access to the library catalogue and 
students’ borrower records, as well as 
knowing many of the pupils well through 
library lessons.  Library books have also 
been loaned by post to a number of pupils 
on request and Karen has remotely 
assisted in-school staff in locating these. 

The outcome of this activity has been an 
appreciation from staff and parents for 
resource recommendations, staff liaison in 
arranging to send books home, and 
reviews from pupils for the Annual House 
Reading Championship, including some for 
the classic e-books Karen has 
recommended via the weekly school 
bulletin eg. “Gulliver’s Travels” “The Call of 
the Wild” and “The interesting narrative of 
the life of Olaudah Equiano”, so she knows 
that what she has done has been useful in 
providing ideas and resources to keep the 
pupils reading.
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There have also been several responses to 
Karen’s initiatives:  

• Many pupils have contributed book 
reviews, direct to the LMS or via email to 
the library.  Previously the library had not 
really exploited this option in the LMS or 
promoted it widely so hopefully this will 
continue after lockdown.

• The Head of English stated (in regards to 
book recommendations for specific 
pupils): “You’re the Oracle of the Library. 
Thank you so much · ”

• The Head of English also remarked (with 
reference to links to specific free e-books 
and audiobooks for GCSE curriculum, as 
requested): “This is brilliant – thanks so 
much for doing all the hunting – I am well 
aware how time consuming that is!”

• The Head of History (with reference to VE 
Day links) said: “Very happy to go with 
your suggestions - and I agree – far too 
often excludes the experience of 
minority groups.”

• The English T&L lead (regarding the 
Online Resources updated list) said: 
“Thanks for this very kind and helpful 
email!”

• SENDCo (regarding the Online Resources 
updated list) said: “Thank you for your 
online resources…really fab.”

• The Head of Humanities faculty (with 
reference to the free access arranged for 
Gale infotrac databases) stated: “Thanks 
for this. This is excellent.”

• The Assistant Head (regarding free 
weekly resources for KS3) said: “Fab 
thanks, I'll sign up to this now.”

• Parent of Year 7 (re: sending child’s book 
review to the relevant author – who had 
visited our school in early March – and 
getting feedback from him): “That’s 
brilliant, thank you so much. It has given 
him a boost.”

• Parent (re: specific free audiobook 
recommendations and links for dyslexic 
pupil struggling to read): “Many thanks, 
that's a lovely idea.”

• Parent of Year 9 (re reading 
recommendations): “Thanks so much for 
the prompt reply and for all the 
resources. It’s great to have someone 
else suggesting books.”

• Form Tutor (regarding book gift for child 
with difficult home circumstances) said: 
“Oh, that is a lovely idea. No, he’s not had 
any books.  Yes, it would be great if you 
could organise that.”

• Assistant Head (regarding free gift books 
for vulnerable pupil): “Fab thank you! 
Brilliant recommendations.”

• Inclusion Manager (regarding books to 
send home to vulnerable child): “Thanks, 
you are a STAR!”
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