
Dianne is the library coordinator for both 
the Co-Op Academy Grange, a secondary 
school for years 7 to 11, as well as the Co-Op 
Academy Southfield, a special school for 
years 7 to 13.

The Academy Grange run Accelerated 
Reader (AR) for years 7 to 9 and Dianne has 
created a special Lockdown League, with 
weekly emails detailing the winners for the 
most quizzes passed - for class sets and 
individual students - as well as the most 
words read by an individual student. 
Certificates and badges will be awarded 
when school returns although Dianne is still 
awarding ‘Positives’ (the school award 
system) despite being at home. The 
students who don’t do AR are being 
encouraged to take part in ‘Lock-down Book 
Bingo’ which is a 10 book reading challenge 
with suggestions for book genres, again 
Positives are awarded with certificates and 
badges to be handed out when school 
reopens.

Dianne has created recommended reading 
lists, e-book links, audio book lists, online 
author readings and on-line book launches, 
including contributions from popular 
authors such as Anthony Horowitz, Chris 
Bradford, Chris Riddell, Margaret Mulligan, 
Cressida Cowell, and Tom Palmer. She has 
also been requesting book reviews for a 
display in the library, and has promoted the 
National Book Token competition alongside 
the school’s Art Department.

She will promote the ‘Silly Squad Summer 
Reading Challenge’, run by The Reading 
Agency, especially to the Year 7 Ready 
Reader club, a group of students who are 
struggling with their reading but have a 
desire to do better, something that Dianne 
wants to encourage. The club have already 
had two visits to the city library, met authors 
and seen a play. 

In addition to this general support, Dianne has 
been responding to specific requests including:

• The Head of Year 9 asked for a specific 
reading tasks document.

• Forwarding the D&K Dyslexia information
to the Head of DSP.

• After events in the USA sending out a link
to a reading of the book “The Hate U Give”
by Angie Thomas.

• Specific links to classic / gothic books for
KS4 students.

She has also been compiling book lists and 
preparing displays of book genres for the 
return to school, ie the first display will be 
based on books about kindness.

The main practical advice Dianne has been 
giving students is how to access the AR links for 
books and quizzes as well as reminding 
students of their reading levels so they can 
select appropriate books. The higher level KS3 
students who don’t do AR are on a Book Bingo 
scheme and Dianne has amended the Book 
Bingo sheet, adding tips of how to access books 
remotely and ensuring that genre suggestions 
are upbeat. Some of the students have had 
Chromebooks loaned by the school and they 
have needed help in accessing some of the sites 
Dianne has emailed out. Additionally she has 
informed her Line Manager and the KS3 Leader 
of AR about relevant data on students’ progress 
on the scheme.

Dianne is pleased that students have engaged 
with the emails she has been sending praising 
their efforts; only a small percentage have 
completed AR quizzes but this seems to be in 
line with other schools across the UK. Students 
have enjoyed some of the links to authors 
reading their books and have emailed her to 
say how much they have engaged with these. 
The most touching outcome she has had 
involved a student who had a book that she 
was struggling with so her mum helped her by 
reading the book together; she then sent an 
email to say how much she’d enjoyed reading 
with her daughter as she’d not read a book in 
17 years. 
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