
St George’s School has around 570 pupils from 
Nursery to Sixth Form with a large number of 
nationalities and follows the English curriculum to 
IGCSE and IB for Sixth Form.

Using the Library Management System (AccessIt) 
web OPAC, Lesley has curated links to:

• Reputable news sources for Corona Virus 
information and advice

• Advice on fact checking and identifying fake 
news

• Downloadable e-books for children specifically 
on COVID-19

• Other sources of free e-books and audiobooks
• Home learning support websites
• Virtual author events and content such as read 

along and draw along videos
• A section for general advice and support 

contacts such as Childline

Lesley has separate dashboards on her OPAC for 
Primary and Secondary so these resources were 
age appropriate. She normally supplies Primary 
classes with topic collections of books each half 
term so researched and curated appropriate 
websites for each topic and created virtual resource 
boxes accessible from home via the OPAC. For 
Secondary she continued to publicise the links to 
academic search engines, free databases and 
subject related websites, and also that students 
could email her directly for assistance. Lesley 
emailed all students, staff and parents of younger 
pupils about these resources and created some 
How To videos for using the resources.

As lockdown has eased in Munich and pupils have 
begun returning to school Lesley has started a Click 
& Collect service where students and their families 
select books using the OPAC and she prepares 
them for collection; this has been well received, 
especially as pupils may not be able to use the 
library in the normal fashion for some time.

As it seems unlikely the school will be returning any 
time soon to the former model of weekly and  
fortnightly library lessons Lesley started online book 
clubs for Lower School (Ys 3-6) and Middle School 
(Ys 7-9) using Padlet, and she is putting library 
lessons online using Microsoft One Note and 
Teams.

At the start of shutdown Lesley communicated 
with teachers about copyright restrictions and 
publishers’ special provisions, offering to 
communicate with publishers on their behalf. She 
pointed staff towards author read alouds and 
other legitimate sources of read aloud picture 
books, as well as copyright guidance about using 
online textbooks. Additionally, Lesley used MS 
Teams to alert staff to new resources which she 
thought would be useful to support their online 
teaching, including material that could be sent to 
pupils’ families or shared in online lessons.

Y13 pupils, who should have been sitting their IB 
exams, instead were invited to take part in a 
“Preparing for University” course, so Lesley taught 
some online lessons about University Study Skills 
and also began using Pearltrees to curate sites, 
embedding these on the OPAC. For the school 
newsletter she wrote a short article about the 
benefits to wellbeing of reading adding links to 
booklists and the Munich public library which 
provided e-books and audiobooks in several 
languages. She has given personalized book 
recommendations to a handful of families 
following requests from teachers, has advised 
SMT about quarantining returned books and 
developing a virtual library service for at least the 
rest of the academic year, and is planning ahead 
for the new school year as restrictions may well 
still be in place.

Although it is difficult to ascertain specific 
outcomes, Lesley hopes that teachers and 
students now realise the library is more than the 
physical space and books in school, and that the 
librarian is a good source of information! (it 
always was of course…). Feedback from parents 
has been positive; they have been pleased with 
the Click & Collect service and teachers have said 
they found the resources Lesley sent them useful.

As Lesley has been able to be physically in school 
for much of the time she has also carried out 
many admin tasks such as: cataloguing new 
books – a big order arrived shortly before 
shutdown; stock checking and organizing 
textbooks (involving tracking them down around 
the school!); re-organising and labelling Primary 
and Secondary non-fiction; working on getting 
Y7-9 library lessons onto Class Notebook and 
many other things. 
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